
Reporting Non-Compliant Businesses - Guide 2026 
 

WA state laws 
If you encounter what you believe to be non-compliance with a WA waste reduction law, 

please submit an observation to the state so that they can follow up.  

 

Plastic bag ban  

Observation reporting form: Plastic Bag Reporting  

• Note that while thin single-use plastic carryout bags are prohibited, thicker plastic 

bags are currently allowed under the current state law. (This may change soon, pending 

legislative action on bill SB 5965.)   

  

Expanded polystyrene foam products ban  

Observation reporting info: Expanded polystyrene ban - Washington State Department of 

Ecology  

• The state law bans foam coolers, packing peanuts, and most foam food service products. 

• Note that foam egg cartons are still allowed under the state law, and foam meat trays are 

allowed outside of Seattle. 

  

Single-use serviceware “upon request” law  

Observation reporting form: Single Use Serviceware Observation Form - 

WasteReduction_APPS  

Businesses can not automatically include single-use items such as utensils, straws, condiment 

packages, or lids for cold beverage cups in customers’ orders – they must ask first and 

customers must verbally confirm in order to receive these items. 

• Businesses may still provide self-serve stations where customers can choose what they 

need. 
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• Utensils—whether in a self-serve area or provided upon request—cannot be bundled. 

  

Compostable products labeling requirements 

Observation reporting form: Compostable Product Labeling - WasteReduction_APPS  

• In order to be considered compostable, products made of anything other than paper or 

wood must be 1) labeled “compostable,” 2) bear a third-party certification logo, 3) be tinted 

or striped with green, beige, or brown, and 4) listed in the state database here.   

  

City of Seattle law 

In addition to WA state laws listed above, Seattle also has a local 

law [https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/your-services/collection-and-disposal/food-and-

yard/business-and-commercial-compostables/food-packaging-requirements] that requires that 

any food service business providing single-use items: 

o Use only compostable items for on-premise food service (recyclable items may be provided 

for takeout/delivery only). 

o Do not use plastic utensils, straws, and condiment cups – these items must be 

compostable. 

o Do not use plastic-coated brown paper packaging – only compostable brown paper 

packaging is allowed. 

 If you encounter what you believe to be non-compliance with these foodservice packaging and 

food waste separation requirements at businesses in Seattle, please report it to the Green 

Business Program via email to GreenBusiness@seattle.gov. 
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