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The concerns about commingled recycling in the

Oct. 4 Opinion column, “How commingled

recycling fails us,” are understandable. However,

this kind of recycling —-where residents put all

their recyclables in one bin at the curb for

collection — works in Seattle. The data proves it.

As the city’s solid waste manager, Seattle Public

Utilities envisions zero waste. Since the 1980s,

SPU has worked with residents and businesses to

reduce what is sent to landfills and ensure as

many valuable materials as possible are captured

and recycled.

Seattle’s strong foundation of recycling,

education and supportive policies drive this

work: Seattle’s recycling program — which SPU

oversees — has earned recognition as one of the

most comprehensive programs in the nation.   

Commingled recycling has been a part of

Seattle’s success since the inception of citywide

curbside recycling, which expanded to the entire city at the turn of the century. As

opposed to sorted materials, carts hold more items, wheels improve mobility and

container lids keep items dry. Commingled recycling reduces worker injuries, vehicles

and costs, and increases participation. 

The results: More Seattle residents are recycling. Seattle has some of the highest

recycling rates in the U.S., with our program recycling nearly three-quarters of all

recyclable packaging and paper products discarded by residents. 

Thanks to increased customer participation and top-of-the-line recycling facilities,

Seattle sends fewer materials to the landfill today than it did 24 years ago, even with a

35% population increase. Seattle residents send about a quarter of what the typical

person sends to the landfill nationwide.

In Seattle, private paid subscription services, such as the one mentioned in the Oct. 4

column, offer a path and inspiration to recycle products, like batteries, not included in

commingled recycling.  
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But Seattle is home to several long-running programs, as well as key statewide ones,

that allow residents to recycle other products for free or a small fee. For example:

● Residents can request curbside pickup for foam blocks at no cost, and batteries,

electronics, compact fluorescent bulbs and appliances for a small fee. Common items

like used motor oil and cooking oil can be placed in properly prepared containers on the

curb on their recycling collection day for free pickup.    

● Scrap metal, cardboard and mixed paper can be dropped off for free at SPU’s Transfer

Stations in the Wallingford and South Park neighborhoods.    

● Batteries and mercury-containing light bulbs can be dropped off for free at our two

household hazardous-waste facilities in North and South Seattle.

● Statewide Producer Responsibility Programs allow residents to return leftover

pharmaceuticals, paint and electronics at drop-off locations for free.   

Producer Responsibility Programs require the companies that make and sell these items

to provide state residents with access to recycling and disposal services at no cost.

Thanks to state legislation that SPU supported, a statewide producer-funded program

for expanded battery recycling will begin in 2027. If you’re unsure of recycling and

disposal options, check SPU’s Where Does it Go tool (st.news/go).

However, we can still do better if we want to get to zero waste. To improve residential

recycling, Seattle has supported Extended Producer Responsibility for packaging and

paper products in the state Legislature. The bill will be reintroduced in the upcoming

2025 legislative session. As The Seattle Times writers said in the October column, this

bill would require producers to take financial responsibility for curbside recycling for

their products. SPU believes that holding producers responsible is key to making

recycling work for all Washingtonians.  

SPU is committed to working with Seattle residents and offering pathways to recycle

while supporting initiatives that hold producers responsible and reduce waste. We

believe in creating a future that benefits everyone in the community and the

environment.   
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fromsleepyhollow 14 hours ago

Please find a way to recycle glass!!! World is running out of sand and glass doesn't need to be a
clean material to make new like the plastics industry keeps telling us.
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2K 38 minutes ago
 In reply to fromsleepyhollow

The issue is not the recyclability of glass, it is the lack of markets for the product.
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