
Where Does It Go? Tool 
Seattle.gov/Utilities/WhereDoesItGo
• A lookup tool to help you sort 

your recycling, compost, and garbage
• Make sure to add the item you cannot find!

See a product that doesn’t meet these 
guidelines? Report it! 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/WasteReduction
/PlasticProductDegradability

• This will help get mislabeled, misleading, 
and greenwashed or lookalike products out 
of circulation sooner. 

• Don’t worry about getting it wrong! Unsure 
about a product? Report it. 

Report a problem product

Food waste is NOT ALLOWED in recycling 
and garbage containers in Seattle!

What to look for on compostable 
products

WA State Compostables Law

Some products do not need to be labeled with the features above:
• Products made from wood.
• Products made from more than 98% fiber that contain no plastics. [Also look into 

Washington’s ban on intentionally added PFAS to food packaging. ]

Non-compostable film bags (including those labeled “reusable”) can only use green, beige, or 
brown colors in limited ways:
•Can use green, beige, or brown in lettering and logos used solely for brand identity reasons; 
botanical themes are allowed if part of the brand or logo.
•Can use green, beige, or brown in stripes smaller than 0.25-inch and used as visual aids, such 
as the top of a resealable plastic bag (i.e. “sandwich bag”).
•Can not use green, beige, or brown for botanical motifs like leaves and vines, if they are not 
part of the brand or logo.

Look for three things that make a compostable product compliant:

• A certifier logo showing the product meets ASTM standards, example BPI or CMA
• A color signal (green, beige, or brown).
• The written word “compostable.” Similar terms (ex. biodegradable, degradable, 

etc.) are prohibited.

Resources

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/WasteReduction/PlasticProductDegradability
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/WasteReduction/PlasticProductDegradability
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fecology.wa.gov%2Fwaste-toxics%2Freducing-toxic-chemicals%2Faddressing-priority-toxic-chemicals%2Fpfas%2Ffood-packaging%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001907070ab3d-99cf1850-c1ff-49e5-afba-4a4a38a412fb-000000/6rY2yFmONkEPBwaIShi7103zuE0fXsDI15jovxVtN0U=359
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbpiworld.org%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001907070ab3d-99cf1850-c1ff-49e5-afba-4a4a38a412fb-000000/5PvKe_3ot5D1cAeF134F_fiuakGf50JxzrlprammrRQ=359
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcompostmanufacturingalliance.com%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001907070ab3d-99cf1850-c1ff-49e5-afba-4a4a38a412fb-000000/XcMRY2f6DCOCTWPyMBYkxY5Y0v4dxbnX1VFk9yZJmK8=359
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