
Keep Storm Drains Clear

Leaves can cause flooding and overwhelm our storm 

water system. This can get costly for home-owners, 

businesses, and the city.

Rake them up

SPU is asking customers to rake up leaves from parking 

strips and curbs. 

Then get them collected

Seattle city offers FREE pickup of extra yard waste. 

Households can put out:

• up to 10 bags of extra yard waste per collection 

day 

• for FREE from November 1 to 30

Compost Deciduous Leaves 

• Leave the leaves: Leaves from deciduous trees benefit 
the soil and create a habitat for beneficial insects, 
pollinators, and more.

• Make leaf mold: This natural process may take a couple 
years but if there is a corner in your garden where there 
is room to safely keep a pile of leaves, this is a great way 
to help make soil.

• Mulch in your garden: Leaves from deciduous trees and 
shrubs can be put on your perennial beds as mulch.

• Feed your garden: Vegetable beds also benefit from 
being covered over the winter months and leaves can 
be used for that purpose, possibly tucked under burlap 
bags.

• Compost: To make great compost, we need ‘browns’ 
and ‘greens.’ Collected leaves will come in very handy 
for making compost in spring when the first fresh green 
grass clippings become available. 

Learn more at https://gardenhotline.org/leave-the-leaves

Leaves have many great uses in the garden and benefit soil but we also need to keep our storm drains 
clear so they can handle heavy rain falls.
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