
Benefits of yard waste composting at home
• Provides food and habitat for soil life
• Keeps the resources on site
• Reduces energy spent hauling waste
• Saves money
• Conserves water
• Slows stormwater runoff and 

protects  watersheds
• Sequesters carbon – helps the climate

Test your soil
• Know your Soil!
• King Conservation District (KCD) offers 

free tests and advice 
https://kingcd.org/programs/better-soils/

• For Info on heavy metals, see Dirt Alert  
https://dirtalert.info/

Main Message

Compost/Soil Tabling Guide

Compost builds healthy soil.
In turn, healthy soils help fight climate change, 
conserve water, slow stormwater runoff and 
resist erosion, and support food security.

Yard Waste Composting

How to compost yard waste
• Refer to the brochures and fact sheets from SPU 

and Garden Hotline https://gardenhotline.org/
• See handout on pros and cons 

of different composting systems
• Discuss keeping food waste out of backyard 

compost to deter rats

Using Mulch
• Keeps weeds down
• Conserves moisture
• Moderates soil temperatures all year long
Keep mulch away from trunks and stems

Compost Resources
• Free Compost giveaways 

(https://www.seattle.gov/utilities)
• ZooDoo 

Worm Bin Demo
• Discuss how compost and worm castings 

benefit soil structure

Call the Garden Hotline for more information
For people who don't garden
Discuss Food Waste Composting and why that matters 
(see Food Waste Composting Tabling Guide)
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