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Yard Waste Composting Methods

Food Waste Composting Methods

3- bin system

. Length of time to create compost: 2-3 months

e  (Cost: Estimated $300-375

e Volume: Each bin section 35 1/8"" wide x 36” deep

x 32” high

. Exclusions: Food waste, chemically treated plants,

diseased plants, weed seed heads, roots of spreading

weeds like ivy, buttercup, morning glory and quackgrass

e Advantages: Large volume—you can make a pile in one bay, then turn it over
2 more times. Or, you can collect browns and greens and then make a pile in
the third bay (cannot be too long term or you can get rodent issues with
standing piles of brown materials & greens will smell as they decompose due
to high Nitrogen content).

Green Cones

. Length of time to create compost: 3-12 months
(dependent on time of year, amount & types of food scraps added,
regional climate, etc.) Needs good draining soil in order to work!

. Cost: 1 cone ($119), 2 cones ($238)

. Volume: Approx. 25 gallons

. Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, animal products, pet waste,
oily foods

. Advantages: Fairly hands off method to composting, no

need to chop up food, turn, or water, black liner adds heat
(speeding up decomposition), better aeration than galvanized can

2-bin system

‘- e Length of time to create compost: 2-3 months

e  Cost: Estimated $300-350

e Volume: Each bin section 35 1/8" wide x 36” deep

x 32" high

e  Exclusions: Food waste, chemically treated

plants, diseased plants, weed seed heads, roots of
spreadlng weeds like ivy, buttercup, morning glory and quackgrass

e Advantages: One advantage over 3-bin is the smaller footprint

Homemade food scrap digester (galvanized can)

< e Length of time to create compost: 6-12 months
(dependent on time of year, amount & types of food scraps
added, regional climate, etc.) Needs good draining soil in
order to work!
e Cost: Estimated $20-30
e Volume: 31 gallons (do not fill above ground level)
e Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, animal products, pet waste,
oily foods
e Advantages: More rodent resistant compared to plastic
green cones, fairly hands off method to composting, no need to chop up
food, turn, or water

Seattle Conservatlon Corps Yard Waste Composter

X 3 ) Length of time to create compost: 3-6 months
depending on times turned, time of year, regional
climate, etc.)
e  Cost: S80
e Volume: Similar to one section of the 3-bin

e Exclusions: Exclusions are similar to 3-bin is one is
turning the compost. If it is used without turning, it
won’t get hot enough to handle seeds & weeds.

. Advantage Fairly light assembly, smaller than the 2 or 3-bin systems, easily
moved.

Wooden worm bin

° Length of time to create compost: dependent on

amount of worms, how often you feed, time of year.

Every 9-12 months, partially finished compost and/or

bedding should be moved to one side of the bin & left to

age (within 4-6 weeks, or shorter, worms will move from

the aging compost & populate the new bedding).

. Cost: Estimated $40-100

. Volume: 24x48”

e Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, avocado pits, pet waste, egg shells ok but
need to be rinsed, pumpkins need to be chopped

e Advantages: Worms can be fun pets, little odor, can be outdoor orin a
shed/garage, castings superior to compost made in above two, can be used
for seating in a garden
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Food Waste Composting Methods (Continued)

Call the Garden Hotline to learn more: 206-633-0224

Tumbler

e Length of time to create compost: As little as 3
weeks

e  Cost: Estimated $75-350

e Volume: Varies

e Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, animal products,
pet waste, oily foods

e  Advantages: Composts yard & food waste,
eliminates composting odors, keeps rodents out,
easier to aerate the pile

Off-the-Shelf worm bin
T g e ° Length of time to create compost:
dependent on amount of worms, how often you
feed, time of year. Every 9-12 months, partially
finished compost and/or bedding should be
moved to one side of the bin & left to age
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. Cost: Estimated $40-65
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° Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, avocado
pits, pet waste, egg shells ok but need to be
rinsed, pumpkins need to be chopped

e Advantages: Worms can be fun pets, great for apartment dwellers (as it can
be indoors or outdoors), little odor, can drain liquid for use in garden

Bokashi

. Length of time to create compost: Dependent on
materials added in, to reach final product it needs to be
buried in the ground so one needs garden space to do so.

. Cost: Estimated $29-55

. Volume: Estimated 3-5 gallons

. Exclusions: N/A

. Advantages: Compact, easy to move, can add

meat, bones, & dairy unlike other food waste compost
systems

Worm tower

Length of time to create compost:

e Cost: Estimated $65-120

e Volume: each tower is small

e Exclusions: Meat, bones, dairy, avocado skins/pits, pet
waste, egg shells must be rinsed & crushed

e Advantages: Compact, portable, can drain liquid for use in
garden

e Bag pet waste and put in trash, or:

e Manage separately in a closed in-ground system
that keeps rats and flies out, such as the metal can
digester, or several commercially available systems.
Never add food waste in these systems, and bury the
resulting compost so people and pets don’t come in
contact.

e (Call the Garden Hotline at 206-633-0224 to learn
about these systems.

e Length of time to create compost: 6-9 months

e Cost: Free, but labor intensive/one needs the space!
e Volume: Unlimited

e Exclusions: In city, same exclusions as green cone

e Advantages: Useful in preparation of a new bed

e Cover food with 6-8 inches of soil, to prevent rats and
raccoons from digging it up.
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